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RECOGNIZING THE NEEDS OF 
HORRY COUNTY SENIORS

Housing
Horry County does not have enough senior housing 
units for low-income seniors. Even those who own 
their homes may live in substandard housing. On 
a recent visit to one such home, this was 
clearly evident.  While it was clean and neat, the 
floors were sagging, the roof had multiple leaks, 
kitchen cabinets were pulling away from ceilings 
and walls and there was only one electrical outlet in 
each room. The water was not safe to drink, not even 
suitable for washing clothes. Rust stained the lone 
bathtub.

Obviously, this is not safe or comfortable housing, 
yet a senior woman lives in it with her two 
daughters and one granddaughter. The property 
also includes a rotting mobile home and a 
dilapidated open shed for storage. As is often the 
case, this home is on family land that the owner is 
loath to leave.

Some help in finding adequate housing on a budget 
can be found here. 

However, while this scenario plays out all too often 
in Horry County, the administration in Washington 
is turning a blind eye. In fact, Secretary of Housing 

and Urban Development Ben Carson is seeking 
to triple rents for the poorest households, a move 
that would hurt single mothers the most. His 
plan would put nearly 1 million children at risk of 
homelessness, according to the Center on Budget 
Policies and Priorities.

HCDP strongly opposes such policies and calls for 
adequate housing support for those in need.

horrydemocrats.org/issues#senior-citizens

While many Horry County seniors are well off, others are scraping by at 
best, living in substandard homes, needing medical care they cannot afford 
and unable to purchase the food that they need. Even those whose funds 
are adequate often need services to help them remain in their homes.  

https://www.lowincomehousing.us/cty/sc-horry
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Healthcare
Horry County does not have enough healthcare 
providers for its population, including seniors. 
While the remainder of the state averages about 25 
doctors per 10,000 people, Horry County has only 
19, according to an article in The Sun-News. While 
most of the state averages 10 primary care doctors 
per 10,000 people, Horry County has only eight. 

Of course, this assumes that a person can pay for 
health care. Many cannot, in large part because 
South Carolina opted not to expand Medicaid 
coverage under the Affordable Care Act (ACA), 
foregoing millions of dollars in federal financial 
support.

Thus, about 123,000 South Carolinians are in the 
“coverage gap” with no realistic access to health 
insurance. They are the state’s poorest residents, 
with incomes under the poverty level. They do not 
qualify for subsidies in the ACA exchanges, nor 
do they qualify for Medicaid. In many cases, they 
rely on emergency rooms and community health 
clinics, but future funding for those clinics also is in 
jeopardy. 

HCDP urges our state lawmakers, including the 
governor, to address this issue and provide Medicaid 
support to those in need without imposing unfair and 
harsh work requirements on recipients, as proposed 
by Gov. McMaster.

Medicaid can help low-income seniors who have 
little in savings. It supplements Medicare payments 
to doctors, but not all doctors accept Medicaid 
payment. Medicaid also helps pay for nursing home 
care.

Medicare
Almost everyone is eligible for Medicare at age 65 
and should apply for it six months before their 65th 
birthday. Original Medicare only pays 80% of most 
bills. Other options are available, such as a private 
Medicare supplemental insurance policy, Medicare 
Advantage (Plan C), and Medicare Pharmacy plans 
(Plan D).  

President Trump and some 
Republican Congressional 
leaders are advocating a plan 
that would end Medicare 
as we know it for future seniors.

Choosing the right plan for a person involves 
estimating the future need for healthcare, the ability 
to pay premiums and whether a person is eligible 
for Extra Help. Waccamaw Area Agency on Aging 
can help individuals assess which plans will work 
best for their personal situations. 

Once again, Medicare continues to be threatened 
by GOP policies in Washington. House Speaker 
Paul Ryan (R-WS) has advanced a voucher 
program that would provide seniors with flat 
payments to help pay for the cost of private health 
insurance. The Trump administration has shown 
interest in this approach, which would effectively 
gut Medicare.

HCDP strongly opposes such initiatives and instead 
supports a strengthened Medicare program for 
seniors.
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Psychiatric Care
Some specialists are in particularly short supply, 
including psychiatrists. Waccamaw Mental 
Health Agency is so understaffed that they only 
accept new patients who are in crisis, although 
this flies in the face of logic.  Shouldn’t one see 
a psychiatrist, social worker or counselor before 
it’s an emergency?

One senior with serious mental health needs 
who moved here was unable to find a provider 
who was taking new patients. She was lucky to 
find a psychiatric nurse practitioner who would 
see her. A veteran mental health counselor in 
Horry County says that we live in a mental health 
wasteland. 

Clearly, this must be addressed and our 
lawmakers must make this a healthcare priority.

Nutrition
Seniors who need nutrition assistance can get 
it through Meals on Wheels, which delivers 
one dinner daily to a senior’s home. While the 
meals are basic, they include meat, vegetable, 
starch, bread, milk and dessert. This service 
is available regardless of income level. Most 
towns also have a food pantry and some 
churches do, as well.

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) benefits (food stamps) are available 
for those who qualify. However, the Trump 
administration has proposed dramatically 
reducing SNAP benefits and instead wants 
to provide basic boxes of food for those who 
qualify. 

In its annual budget proposal, the Trump 
administration included an overhaul of the 

Psychiatric care is a serious 
need for many seniors, but  
few resources are available. 
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SNAP. In lieu of about half the amount of credit 
that a family currently receives each month, the 
White House proposes to send to SNAP recipients 
whose benefits exceed a certain threshold an 
“America’s Harvest Box,” the term OMB director 
Mick Mulvaney used for an assortment of canned 
goods, peanut butter, pasta, juice, and powdered 
milk. The boxes would not include fresh fruits or 
vegetables.

HCDP strongly opposes such a plan. It is 
inhumane and would be unworkable, and only 
illustrates the current administration’s lack of 
understanding – or care – for those in need.

Recreation and Social Activities
Senior Centers are located throughout Horry 
County to provide seniors with social activities, 
recreation, meals and other services. They also 
provide transportation, though they do not have 
wheelchair accessible vans. There may be a small 
charge for transportation and meals based on 
income. 

HCDP strongly supports this initiative and would 
like to see it expanded consistent with available 
resources.

Transportation
Horry County has a regional bus system that 
provides mass transit. Coast RTA fares and 
schedules are here.

The  Paratransit system associated with it requires 
that people live within ¾ mile of an established bus 
route. Seniors must apply for the service ahead of 
time. 

Neighbor-to-Neighbor is a volunteer organization in 
Horry and Georgetown counties that can also help 
with rides. The service is free though donations are 
always welcome.

Other Needs
The Horry County Council on Aging can provide 
help in finding services for seniors.  

Medicaid is administered by the South Carolina 
Department of Health and Human Services, which 
can help with Medicaid nursing home applications. 
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The Bottom Line
Horry County Democratic Party strongly supports 
safe housing and transportation, good nutrition and 
medical care and social and recreational outlets 
for all seniors.  All seniors have the right to be 
food-secure, to live in safe homes and to receive 
decent, respectful medical care, be it physical or 
psychiatric.

As Don Kohn, chair of the Horry County 
Democratic Party, said, “In order to achieve our 
objective of a better life for all seniors, we need 
people to actively participate in Horry County 
Democratic Party politics, including supporting 
Democratic candidates.  We encourage 
everyone to register to vote and to vote on 
primary and election days.”

Seniors in Horry County need your support. Please contact
us at issues/HorryDemocrats.org for more information.

Contributed by Barbara Sloan 


