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HORRY COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY

PROTECTING YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE

"Horry County Democratic Party (HCDP) monitors voting issues during every election. Poll
watchers are trained in the months prior to an election so that they can be deployed to
precincts. They advocate for voters when asked and report back to the party any issues they
have observed. Staging directors stand by in various areas of the county to help poll watchers
and voters when needed to resolve issues," said Don Kohn, chair of the Horry County
Democratic Party, "Protection of voter rights is one our most important priorities."

Horry County Voter Suppression Issues
Neither South Carolina nor Horry County does much
to tell certain voters their options and rights. For ex
ample, ex-felons who have paid their debt to society
can have voting rights restored, but many do not know
this and those who do may be thwarted by the pro
cess. HCDP can help them through this process.
P eople are also sometimes turned away from a poll
ing place because a poll manager believes they don't
look like their identification photo. In fact, people must
be allowed to vote if they are on the rolls and have a
photo ID.
Young voters may not know that they can register
to vote when they are 17 years old, if they will be 18
before election day.
"We are working hard to reach young and first-time
voters to ensure that they know their rights and their
obligation to know the candidates and issues before
stepping up to the voting machine," said Ryan Thomp
son, state Executive Committee male alternate repre
sentative of HCDP. "We want them to register to vote
and then to vote in every election, local and state as
well as the 'big' elections for national office."
Though citizens can register to vote when they get
drivers' licenses or renew license plates, the system,
known as "Motor Voter," does not always work. Vot
ers are not told that they may not be registered if they
do not receive a registration notice from the state.

When they get to the polls, they may learn that they
are not registered at all and therefore ineligible to
vote. (Other than OMV locations, voters can register by mail, at the Election Commission or online at
www.scvotes.org, if they meet certain requirements.)
A registered voter who does not have a photo ID can
vote under the reasonable impediment provision.
According to scvotes.org, there are many reasons a
voter might have a reasonable impediment, including
a religious objection to being photographed. The vot
er presents his or her voter registration card and asks
to sign an affidavit stating the reason and then may
vote a provisional ballot. The provisional ballot will be
counted unless someone presents evidence why this
voter's ballot should not be counted.
Given the recent and repeated flooding in Horry
County, a reasonable impediment may include loss
of documentation such as birth certificate or driver's
license due to flooding. However, it is best to go to
the Horry County Election Commission on or before
voting day and ask for a free permanent photo ID and
if necessary, a new voter registration card.
In-person absentee voting starts one month prior to
each election and two weeks prior to primary runoffs
but is available only at the Horry County Election
Commission during business hours. Since Horry
County is larger than the state of Rhode Island, many
voters have travel problems, especially because public
transit, while better than it used to be, is still limited.
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applies certain pressure to voters who may not wish
to vote for that candidate. It is not permitted in most
states.

chines, we have no way to verify votes. We have to
rely on only the beginning and ending numbers from
each machine.

At the same time, partisan materials including bumper
stickers, candidate buttons and partisan t-shirts are
not allowed in or near polling places. HCDP poll
watchers often bring to precincts large shirts that vot
ers can borrow during voting.

Ironically, the issue most people worry about, fraud
ulent voting, is rare. Denial of voting rights for the
reasons explained above, however, remains a serious
concern.

HCDP Works to Protect Voting Rights
The Horry County Democratic Party has set in place
procedures to gather information from voters at each
election and to share that information with the Horry
County Election Commission. Click here for issues
that the Horry County Democratic Party identified to
the Election Commission after recent primary
elections.
HCDP conducts poll watcher training and assigns
poll watchers to precincts, sends representatives to
observe vote counting and conducts formal corre
spondence with the Election Commission in order to
protect the voting rights of all citizens.
HCDP also has teams stationed at various locations
in the county who can go to polling places to assist in
resolving problems.
If you have any voting rights concerns or need assis
tance in registering to vote, HCDP will work with you
to get them resolved.

Horry County Vote Counting Issues
In a recent election, the Horry County Election Com
mission misplaced hundreds of ballots. Although these
were later found and counted, the specter of perma
nently lost ballots that have no paper trail remains.
Something as simple as battery failure can also cause
the loss of votes.
Until South Carolina chooses to replace its voting ma-

For more information, contact HCDP at 843.488.4237
and ask to speak with a representative of the Voter
Protection and Poll Watching Committee. You may
also contact us through our Facebook page or online
at www.horrydemocrats.org, where you can also
learn more about other Horry County Democratic
Party initiatives to help the community.
Contributed by Barbara J. Sloan. Barbara is a mem
ber of the HCDP Voter Protection and Poll Watching
Committee and the Communications Committee.

To volunteer to help solve this issue in Horry County,
or for more information, please contact us at:
issues@horrydemocrats.org
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